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The National Council of State Boards of Nursing (NCSBN) applauds the U.S. Department of Health and 

Human Services—Office of Inspector General (HHS-OIG), the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) and the 

Justice Department for their important work on Operation Nightingale. The investigation focused on nursing 

education programs that were allegedly involved in the sale of false and fraudulent nursing education 

credentials.

With public safety and welfare as a top concern, NCSBN and our member nursing regulatory bodies partnered 

with federal and state authorities, helping to identify and monitor individuals who allegedly provided these 

illegitimate transcripts and credentials that could potentially undermine safe patient care.

Nursing regulatory bodies in affected states have been investigating individual cases and are taking 

appropriate action, in accordance with their state laws and due process, that includes loss of license. 

As the world leader in nursing regulatory knowledge, NCSBN is dedicated to protecting the public and 

will continue to support our member nursing regulatory bodies as they thoroughly investigate each case, 

taking the necessary actions to ensure public safety and root out the fraud involved in this case. NCSBN is 

committed to helping our members identify any additional safeguards and solutions that are needed. 

This situation speaks to the importance of nursing regulation and the collective duty to protect the public. 

NCSBN will continue working with all appropriate nursing regulatory bodies, nursing education program 

providers, accreditation bodies and authorities to detect, investigate and resolve these matters today and into 

the future.
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